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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE NOUAKCHOTT 0576 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PARM, MR 

SUBJECT: BIO WEAPONS AGREEMENTS 

REF: (A) NOUAKCHOTT 223, (B) STATE 33992, (C) STATE 34014 

1 . AMBASSADOR RAISED QUESTION OF MAURITANIAN ADHERENCE TO 
BIOLOGICAL WEAPONS CONVENTION AND TO 1925 GENEVA PROTOCOL ON 
POISON GAS (REFS B AND C) WITH FOREIGN MINISTRY DIRECTOR POLI- 
TICAL AFFAIRS, AMBASSADOR MUHAMMAD OULD SIDI 'ALI, MARCH 17. 

SIDI 'ALI WAS UNAWARE OF ANY PLANS ON PART OF GIRM TO SUBSCRIBE 
TO TWO CONVENTIONS, BUT PROMISED TO INVESTIGATE AND PROVIDE IN- 
FORMATION LATER. 

2. DURING FEBRUARY 2 CONVERSATION ON NPT ADHERENCE, FOREIGN 
MINISTRY OFFICIAL IN CHARGE OF TREATIES AND INTERNATIONAL 
AGREE-MENTS, SY ELY, INDICATED AWARENESS OF TWO WEAPONS AGREE- 
MENTS A A RESULT OF 1975 MEETING WITH US OFFICIAL AND INFORMED 
EMBOFF THAT DOCUMENTATION LEADING TO ADHERENCE TO TWO CONVEN- 
TIONS WAS ABOUT TO BEGIN LONG TRIP THROUGH MAURITANIAN BUREAU- 
CRACY (REF A). 

3. FACT THAT SIDI ALI WAS NOT AWARE OF ADHERENCE ACTIONS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 NOUAKC 00576 210842Z 

BEING PLANNED BY HIS STAFF IS INDICATION OF PRIORITY 
GIRM ASSIGNS TO TREATIES DRAT .TNG WITH WEAPONRY MAURI- 
TANIA DOES NOT POSSESS, DOES NOT INTEND TO ACQUIRE, AND 
WILL PROBABLY NEVER ENCOUNTER. 

4. NEVERTHELESS, EMBASSY BELIEVES MAURITANIANS FULLY 
SUPPORT PRINCIPLES EMBODIED IN TWO AGREEMENTS AND THAT 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

THEY WILL EVENTUALLY BECOME PARTY TO BOTH. AT MOMENT. 

HOWEVER, ATTENTION AND LIMITED CAPABILITIES OF GIRM 
ARE CONCENTRATED ON PROBLEMS/ISSUES WHICH ARE IMMEDIATE 
AND CRITICAL TO FUTURE OF NATION: SAHAR, WHICH OCCU- 
PIES ALL OF FOREGROUND, AND THE RANGE OF AFRICAN AND 
ARAB PROBLEMS WHICH TAKE UP MOST OF THE MIDDLE GROUND. 

PROBLEMS LIKE WEAPONS CONVENTIONS LIE IN BACKGROUND, AND 
WILL PROBABLY REMAIN THERE FOR FORESEEABLE FUTURE UNLESS 
SOME SAHARA-OR OAU-OR ARAB LEAGUE-CONNECTED DEVELOPMENT 
MOVES THEM FARTHER DOWN FRONT. 

HANDYSIDE 
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